HABIT  AND  PASTIME

summer game of the gentry; even during the
Interregnum the gentlemen of Staffordshire and
Cheshire competed against each other on Brereton
Green. His Majesty himself sometimes con-
descended to throw a wood with his subjects, as
Duke Cosmo beheld him doing in the middle
of the race-course at Newmarket in the spring
of 1669. More general in its appeal, because more
easily played, was ninepins; there was a game to
be had in any inn that had a garden, and one
could generally get a fellow to set up the pins
for a pint of ale. In a quiet way it was possible to
win quite a lot of money by backing one's skill
at bowls and ninepins.21

Though real tennis was already old in fame
as the most expensive and exclusive of sports,
cricket and football were still village games with
many local variants, and competing with a hun-
dred others. Football was very rough and played
usually in frosty weather by large crowds, who
filled the streets with flying balls and made life
distinctly uncomfortable for passers-by. Trap-
ball, tip-cat, baseball and innumerable other
games were favoured by different towns and
villages, for the people still made their own
pastimes locally as they made their food and drink.
Then there was cock-fighting, bull-running and
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